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On the other hand, the number and extent of his so-called necessary
wants, as also the modes of satisfying them, are themselves the pro-
duct of historical development, and depend therefore to a great
extent on the degree of civilization of a country, more particularly
on the conditions under which, and consequently on the habits and
degree of comfort in which, the class of free labourers has been
formed. In contradistinction therefore to the case of other com-
modities, there enters into the determination of the value of labour-
power a historical and moral element. Nevertheless, in a given
country, at a given period, the average quantity of the means of
subsistence necessary for the labourer is practically known.

Presumably, also, it is possible for wages to improve, if the
standard of comfort improves, though Marx does not definitely
say so.

The capitalist purchases labour-power at its market value.
This value is determined in accordance with the subsistence
theory and is outside the control of either the worker or the
capitalist. And having purchased it he is entitled to the benefit
of its use-value for himself, and its use-value is for the pro-
duction of commodities. These commodities belong to the
capitalist, and he exchanges them for other commodities in
a market where values are also freely and automatically deter-
mined by forces beyond the control of either labour or capital.
The value he receives depends upon the labour-time crystallized
in the commodity he has to sell, and this value is always in
excess of the value of the labour-power he purchased. The
excess is 'surplus value'. The capitalist who first appropriates
surplus value is not necessarily the ultimate owner, for it splits
up into various parts, and portions of it are paid out as interest,
rent, or merchants' profit, to other claimants. But this does not
alter the character of the process of appropriating surplus
value, which is a process of embezzlement, in that the surplus
product is extracted from the labourer 'without return of an
equivalent'.

Law of Capitalist Accumulation

We have now an outline of the statics of the economic system
as Marx saw it, and although he provides a vast amount of